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Pre Civil War Maryland Militia Shooting Prize. 

 

G-1.  $1,250. Hand engraved, “ Presented by/Capt Chestnut/of the/Balto National 

Blues/3rd Company/53rd Regiment M.V.I./To/Charles L. Church/For The Best 
Shot/Nov. 14th/1853.” 

Silver 12-point star is 3.85 inches in diameter with heavy center wreath 2.35 inches diameter. 
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G-55, $350.  Gold Cup given to winning pistol team at National Matches.  The team received an engraved replica 

trophy given by the U.S. government.  This one shown was awarded in 1949 to the USMC school pistol team.  Medal 

G-53 above, is an example of the individual medals given. 

 
 

 
 

      G-61- 1937  G62- 1956        G63- 1958    G64- 1960   G65- 1961 

Ribbon shows wear          Captain bar  Captain bar  Captain bar 

 

G66- 1963    G67- 1957    G68- 1976     G69- 1983  G70- 1990  G71- 1984 

Coach bar    Coach bar   Winner bar    Coach bar  2d place bar  Coach bar 

      Gold color    silver color 
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G-120.  $2,500. Early rare group.  Includes rare Knox Medal.  Given to 

the single best field artilleryman in the U.S. Army each year.  Medals 

and badges of Sergeant Major Basil Conless, 2d Cavalry and 6th Field 

Artillery.  Knox medal is engraved, “SERGT./MAJ./BASIL 

CONLESS/SIXTH FIELD ARTILLERY USA.” Ribbon and planchet in 

excellent condition.  Occupation of Cuba Medal, No. 1525.  Two bronze 

cavalry long-arm competition department prizes, the first engraved, 

“CORPORAL/B. CONLESS/TROOP C/2ND CAVALRY/1903.” First 

year this shooting prize was given.  The second engraved “DRUM 

MAJOR/Basil/Conless/BAND/2ND CAVALRY/1904.”  Bronze 

department pistol prize engraved, “DRUM 

MAJOR/Basil/Conless/BAND/2ND CAVALRY/1904.”  The field 

artillery gunner badge marked “N.C.S.&B. BATTERY/6 FIELD 

ARTILLERY 1” where “N.C.S.&B.” stands for (regimental) Non 

Commissioned Staff & Band, “6” is the regiment, and the final “10” was 

the soldier’s unit number. “N.C.S.&B” markings are extremely rare.  The 

photo at the left is of Conless standing wearing some of his badges and 

prizes.  Photo is in the collection of the libraries at the University of 

Kansas.  Includes photocopies of papers for his Cuban medal, enlistment 

registers, letter and telegram on his Knox medal. 

 

 
Above left & center: reverse of Rifle prizes to Conless.                            Above right, Pistol prize 
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Below: two 1880s qualification certificates. 

On left, G-127, $250.  Marksman Certificate given in 1885 and signed by General Nelson Miles, 

later army commanding general. 

On right,  G-128, $250.  Sharpshooter Certificate awarded 1884.  Signed byGeneral Wesley 

Merritt,  later first governor general of the Philippines. 

 

 
G- 127.  Marksman Certificate given in                    G-128,  Sharpshooter Certificate 1887.        

1885 and signed by General Nelson Miles.                     Signed byGeneral Wesley Merritt  

 

I have more 19th century marksman and sharpshooter certificates available. 

 

 

 

 

I have in original Cellophane package, recent issue US AF Distinguished Pistol Shot badge and 

also US AF Distinguished Rifleman badge.  $25 each. 
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