Army Swatch Books or Standard Uniform Fabrics Books

Evidently the Office of the Quartermaster General started to issue books that contained
samples of uniform cloth near the start of the 20™ century. Most were small books, typically
between 5-1/4 and 6 inches high, and approximately 9-1/2 inches long, with a dark blue cover
bearing gold embossed titles, and W|th a dark que strlng down the splne to a1d in the book’s
removal from a bookshelf. T B AT g M :

The books contain
cloth samples used to make g
army uniforms, with the
samples  divided into
sections.  Cloth samples
themselves were usually
cut with pinking shears to
prevent fraying and were S
held in a book with two
screw posts. A 1941 book
is shown.

Shown are three of
the small Standard pese e s G b oo
Uniform Fabrics books from 1941 (updated in 1943) 1948 and 1960 and a successor book
made from a standard loose-leaf notebook that shows only officer uniforms and was apparently
made about 1960. The contents of these books will be covered in sequence.

1941 Book




Pasted to the inside the cover of the first book is a notice dated December 31, 1941, for
book serial number 1945, outlining the general contents as three sections: Section | for officers
and warrant officers, Section 1l for enlisted men (it would be 1942 before Congress authorized
women for the WAAC and 1943 before the WACS), and Section III for “Other categories of War
Department personnel.” Paragraph 2 noted the book was incomplete for this last section —
subsequent swatches would be sent when available.

Opposite the cover is a tag board page (shown above) listing in order the swatch contents.

This page is dated January 1, 1943, and has a pen and ink entry inserting khaki cotton mohair #5
for neckties. The last two entries are for OD shade 53 and khaki shade 5 mohair braid. These
two pieces of braid are stapled to the last page in Section I, and shown next. Preceding this is a
piece of russet cowhide used for “belts

e P P cap visors, shoes, boots etc.”
gy ), o Q Following the page with the two
} mohair braid samples is the index for
BRAID, MORAT, FLAT, ~ Section Il on enlisted clothing and dated

January 1, 1943. This is illustrated next.
For those five material samples included
in Section I, they are simply listed here
and noted by an asterisk that the actual
materials are previously included.




SECTION II January 1, 1943
ENLISTED MEN

ECTION HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR SHADE, WEIGHT, AND
L SERVICE UNIFORMS FOR ENLISTED PERSONNEL.

M SHALE, NOS. PRINC IPAL USE

Gotton, Mohair Khaki 5 Reggtlen - i NCKE
BBotton, Uniform Twill, 8.2 oz. Khaki 1. Summer uniforms of Khaki shade.
B ype (I to V) ‘
ROt t. ol oplin, Wind Resistant Dy ‘24 Field Jackets.

& oz, ater Repellent

gotton, Uniform Twill, 8.2 oz. e The swatch indicates shade of desig-

Blype (I to V) nated items, including leggings, field %
2 bags, waist, and other web equipment,
: except jungle equipment.
Wool, Flannel, 10-1/2 az. D 905 Shirts, flannel.
Tropical, 10-1/2 oz. +D: 50, Shirts, worsted.
Jerge, 18 oz. D« 33, Coats, and caps.
Serge, 18 oz. 0D 324 Trousers
s Elastique, 18 oz, 0.D. . Breeches
Wool, Melton, 32 oz. O.De 34. Uvercoats
¥y Cowhide Russet ] Shoes, leather belts, boots, etc,

#Ses Swatch in Section I.

: The third and last
il ey L B0 section  (shown left)

1. THS SYATCHES IN THIS SECTION HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR SHADE, WEIGHT AND contains only two

> "FOR USE IN THE MANUFACTURE OF UNIFORMS FOR WAR DEPARTMEN NNEL OTHER .
AKE 6FF1cm§': CONTRACT SURGEONS, WARRANT OFFICERS AND FLIGHT OFFICERS, AND samples. dark blue 12-
1/2 oz. wool used for

oth, Wool, Covert, 12-1/2 oz, drk. Blue 38 Nurses' coats, caps Il_LII'SCS’ uniforms. The
oth, Wool, Covert, 12-1/2 oz., Med. Blue 39 mﬂr::gmdkri", ok first SW&tCh, dark blue

shade 38, was for
nurses’  coats, caps,
capes, and overcoats.
The  other  sample,
medium blue shade 39,
was for nurse skirts.

by SHADE NOS. PRINCIPAL USES

TIT NOIIOZS

1948 Book

The most apparent change in the cover of this book is that rather than state it was from the
War Department, it has “U. S. ARMY” on the front. This book has serial number 848. The page
pasted to the inside cover states that the book contains samples for members of the army and for



the air force, and references Army Regulation 600-35 and Air Force letter No. 35-4 dated 1
September 1948. AF Letter 35-4 basically stated air force personnel would continue to wear
army uniforms but with gold colored USAF buttons and for enlisted personnel, also new

chevro gold ring.
22 : - - s e - » 3 2, < 4_[\).,: 8 %51 ‘x

v O
October, 1948

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D. C.

I. This Shade Book is distributed in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 1, Army Regula-
tion 600-35, doted 31 March 1944 and changes to date and Air Force letter No. 35-4 dated 1 Sep-
tember 1948. The Semples contained herein are representative of the Standard Shades and fabrics
prescribed for use in various items of uniform and equipage used by personnel of the Dept. of the Army
and Air Force. Samples of the shades used herein are not official standards for shade matching. The
shades are arranged in two sections as follows: 2

Section |—Shades for Officers, Warrant Officers, and Enlisted Personnel
of the Department of the Army and Department of the Air
force.

Section ll—Miscellaneous standard fabrics.

2. A record will be kept ot the Research and Development Laboratories in the Philadelphia
Quartermaster Depot of the distribution made of this book. This book is subject to changes and addi-
fions of such fime as the Research and Development program indicates the need. The Research and
Development Laboratories will automatically forward odditional shade swatches for inclusion in this book
as new shodes cre developed.

THOMAS B. LARKIN
Major General
The Quartermaster General

Section | contains
INDEX — SECTION | material samples for

: uniforms and is further
| THIS SECTION ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE v,

¥ ARIOUS SHADES Vi i
'SERVICE, SEMIDRESS, AND DRESS UNIFORMS FOR OFFICERS, wFf:n:;Er subdivided into  two

PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY AND OF 1HE ARForee.  PAItS  since the tag
i board section header

NOMENCLATURE OF FABRIC page could not list all
Cloth, Cotton, Uniform Twill, 8.2 oz,

P e, of the cloth sampl_es.
Cloth, Cotton, Mohair, 5 oz, The two section
Cloth, Cotton, Wind-Resistant Poplin, 5 oz. headers are ShOWﬂ to

Cloth, Cotton, Tubular Knit
Cloth, Cotton, Seersucker, Brown and White Stripe th € Ieft an d on the next
Cloth, Cotton, Knit page .

Cloth, Cotton, Albert Twill, 5 oz.

Cloth, Cotton, Uniform Twill

Cloth, Wool, Tubular Knit, 13.5 oz.



INDEX — SECTION |

NOMENCLATURE OF FABRIC
Cloth, Wool, Flannel, 10.5 oz.
Cloth, Wool, Serge, 18 oz.
Cloth, Wool, Melton, 32 oz.
Cloth, Wool, Napped, 21.5 oz. “
Cloth, Wool, Covert, 14 oz.
Cloth, Worsted, Tropical, 10.5 oz.
o. 51 Cloth, Wool, Elastique, 18 oz
No. 52 Cloth, Wool, Doeskin, 26 oz.
Cloth, Wool, Elastique, 18 oz.
Cloth, Worsted, Tropical, 10 oz.

R SHADE NO.

Felt, Brown
No. 70 Cloth, Rayon, wall
Cloth, Rayon, Twill
o, 71 i
Cloth, Rayen, Twill

3

..
£

Among the samples behind the initial page of section I is a swatch of “Brown No. 11,” a
brown and white seersucker used to make women’s medical uniforms designed to worn in field

hospitals and washed under harsh conditions. This page is shown below.

3
5
j
2
é
5

Shown next is the index page for Section Il of the 1948 swatch book.



INDEX — SECTION 1

1. THE SWATCHES IN THIS SECTION ARE REPRESENTATIVE STANDARD MISCELLANEOUS FABRICS
FOR USE IN THE MANUFACTURE OF SERVICE, SEMIDRESS, AND DRESS UNIFORMS FOR OFFICERS,
WARRANT OFFICERS, AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY AND OF THE
AIR FORCE AND INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

QUARTERMASTER SHADE NO. NOMENCLATURE OF FABRIC

Khaki No. 1 Cloth, Cotton, Broadcloth, 3.2 oz.

Olive Drab No. 7 Cloth, Cotton, Wind-Resistant, Oxford, 9 oz.
Olive Drab No. 7 Cloth, Cotton, Wind-Resistant, Sateen, 9 oz.
Olive Drab No. 7 Cloth, Cotton, Herringbone Twill, 8.5 oz.

1960 Book

The 1960 book
was issued by the
Quartermaster  Rese-
arch & Engineering

1 July 1960
HEADQUARTERS QUARTERMASTER RESEARCH & EN
UMASTER RE H GINEERING C
NATICK, MASS. o

The fabrics containgi in this book have been approved by the Uniform

oard of the d the ice of The Q'Jartemﬂcter reneral as standards for d atlcl(
e 3 3 o ( :‘)“I“Ia“ 1
3 fo 3 0 cf'f 5 Y list of QT'HD" Th amples contained herei 1
vnlliorms “- r A icers EL..,_ enlistea men of the . e samp. N

€ :‘\:anda_.'-c‘ shades and fabrics prescribed for use in

: % 1 oIl and equipage used by personnel of the Department of the

Amm,bp ;:e :::fa.cz‘es.'::sr;: ::e;-‘-";r_‘ are not official standards for shade matching. Such

}:;.; OTAAL.&.'.!EQ either from the Military Clothing & Textile Supply Agency,

M;J.;.adelpnla Quartermaster Depot or from the USA Quality Control Office, Natick,
s

various items of unif

MA. Dated 1 July
1960, it has no serial
number and evidently
was never issued.
Folded inside is a
tissue paper copy of a
1 indorsement to a
disposition form (DF)
addressed to  the
general equipment test
activity, Fort Lee,
Virginia. The 1968 1% Ind requested the organization develop “appropriate test techniques” as
mentioned in the basic DF that is not present. The inside of the book cover is shown above left.

<. A record will be maintained at the QMR&ZE Command, Natick, Mass. of the
distribution made of this book. This book ig subject to chenges and additions at
such time as the research and enginsering program indicates the nsed and the
approval of the Uniform Boerd of the Army end The Quartermaster General is
obteined. Additionsl shade swatches for inclusion in this book, as new shades
ere developed, will be forwarded by the QMREE Command.

MERRILL L. TRIBE
Brigedier General, USA
Commanding



INDEX - SECTION I

personnel of the Department of the Army and include the following:

Cloth, Wool, Barathea, 1lh-oz., Blue 150

Cloth, Wool, Elastique, 18-0z., Blue 150

Cloth, Polyester/Wool Gabardine, 9.5-0z., Blue 450
Cloth, Polyester/Wool Tropical, 9-0z., Blue 450
Cloth, Wool, Barathea, lh-oz., Blue 151

Cloth, Wool, Elastique, 18-0z., Blue 151

Cloth, Polyester/Wool Gabardine, 9.5-0z., Blue 451
Cloth, Polyester/Wool Tropical, 9-oz., Blue 451
Cloth, Cotton, Uniform Twill, Type I, 8.2-0z., Blue 152
Cloth, Wool, Crepe, 10.5-0z., Midnight Blue 176

Above is the index page for Section | that lists the swatches for dress uniforms.

e ; ' ' Section 1l for service
uniforms has part of the
index on the reverse of the
initial page. For the first
time the sequence is not
determined by the number of
the cloth shade. Like the
previous books, behind each
section index page is a
sample of each cloth, and
each sample is labeled as
shown to the left. Cloth

samples include the

gold colored rayon A INTEX - SECTION ITT e
lining used to make , :

: . The swatches in this section are representative of the various shades for use in t
the Army Green bill gture of combat umlforma for officars, warrant officers, and snlisted persousel of
caps. of the Army and include the following: ; )

Section 1l for g:a, :;? nnmew -y go 034, 4213-3&_ 4
- on O: .

combat uniforms (the mi Gotton, W/R &?2:,'9 os:,sl.2', 06-107
H H H 1, Se. 1 +, 0G-10! p
!ndex is at the right), Cloth, Wool Nylon Shirting, 16 0z., 56", 0G-108
includes a sample for Cloth, Nylon, Poncho Material, Polyvinyl Chloride, 1.8 oz., 06-207

1.8 0z nylon used to
make ponchos.



Notebook Sample book

A standard 1-1/2 inch green cloth covered |
notebook, with a silkscreened cover of approximately 9- |
1/2 by 11-1/2 inches, is the last sample book discussed. |
The contents were samples of officer uniform cloths. |
There is no self-contained memo, directive, or content
list, nor is any date mentioned. In all cases the Army |
Green service cap is shown in sketches. The uniforms
covered included the long sleeved and short sleeved
khaki shirts along with trousers and khaki shorts;
Tropical Worsted uniforms, and others. These indicate
the approximate issue date of the book was about 1960.

The layout of each section and the swatches is =
different from the smaller, older standard books. Onthe =
left of the notebook is a sketch of the appropriate =
uniform and a list of the uses for the materials. The
right side contains cloth samples 11 inches high with the Wldth varying so that all cloth samples
in a section are visible. Each individual cloth sample has a narrow paper strip, typed with the
cloth’s name. The various sections are shown.

Service Uniform
(Summer)

ll.cdqocr
v service, Amy reen
1ot sk e &
Necktie
Tropical warsted, black
Shirt

Summer, cotton, uniform
twil, kkakl. Shade b 1

Trousers
Summer, cotton, wniform
twill, hhakl, Shade Ne. |

Cotton Uniform
Abbreviated

Shirt
Short sheve, cott, hak,
enform twill  Shade Mo |

Trousers




Tropical
Worsted
Uniform

Headgear

Coat
Pharogogh

Trovsers

Somme wee
Tropkcal weryted
Aomy Sade Mo §

Field
Uniform

Shirt

Trousers

Field, wool serge
alive green,
Shade No. 108




Army Blue
Uniform
Headgear

Cap, biue, woal or fur fel,
Amy shade No. 150

L2 2 R R e R R

Necktie
Tropical worsted, black
Shirt

White, plain weave cotton,
commercial type with
standard turndown collar

VE OTION

WHITE, PLATY Weav!
BU DADGLony,

Dark blue, elastique, barathea
o broadcloth,
Army shade No. 150

SKY

Trousers

Sky blue, of same
material as coat,
Army shade Ko. 151

REFERENCE AR 6705

POV
<

| G A u A Ash e A A 44

¥

N AAAA A

BN M 000000 aesasean oy

Army Green
Uniform

Headgear

Cap, sevice, Army reen,
for felt, Arwy shade Mo 44

Necktie
Trapical warsted, black

Shirt
Cotton poplin, e,
Army shade Mo 46
Coat

Woal, Army preen,
Army shade o 44

Trousers

Wosl Army green,
Army shade M. 4




Officer’s
Overcoat

Overcoat

Wool laupe,
Ay shade Ne. T8

P TSI SRR E R R

TV TYTTTTISVYTYYYOY L EIY

Work
Uniform

Headgear

Shirt

Trousers

Examples of other U.S. Army swatch book are sought.



